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Filed for intro on  04/22/98

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 745
By  White

A RESOLUTION to honor and congratulate Coach Willie Joiner
and the 1998 Lawrence County High School
girl’s basketball team on winning the Tennessee
Secondary School Athletic Association Class
AAA state championship.

WHEREAS, the Tennessee General Assembly is proud to salute the accomplishments

of high school athletic teams which play adroitly, overcome tough opponents and win state

championships; and

WHEREAS, the magnificent 1997-1998 Tennessee Secondary School Athletic

Association Class AAA state champion Lawrence County High School girl's basketball team,

with blinding team speed, excellent quickness and an awesome man-to-man defense, is

unquestionably one such exemplary team; and

WHEREAS, the Lawrence County Lady Cats won the District 8 Tournament, impressing

all who were fortunate enough to see them play; and

WHEREAS, this tremendously talented team then took home the Region 4 Tournament

title trophy; and

WHEREAS, in their crucial substate game, they beat Cumberland County 72-36; and

WHEREAS, at the TSSAA Class AAA State Tournament, the Lady Cats proved to be the

"Top Cats" by pouncing on each of their feline opponents and caging the Dickson County
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Cougars 65-53 in the quarterfinals, the Oak Ridge Wildcats 49-46 in the semifinal round and the

Hamilton Wildcats 72-47 in the finals; and

WHEREAS, Lawrence County finished their memorable season with a great 32-3 overall

record, an enviable .910; and

WHEREAS, highly regarded Head Coach Willie Joiner did a commendable job of

carefully and expertly preparing the team for the rigors of championship play, won his 100th

game and was named Class AAA Coach of the Year. His capable Assistant Coach was Stacie

Childress; and

WHEREAS, senior wing player Melody Saxon was named the State Tournament Most

Valuable Player and All-Region 4 AAA Tournament; junior post player Wendy Hartsfield was

selected All-State Tournament, All-Region 4 AAA Tournament and All-District 8 AAA; junior

point player Katie Smith was honored as All-State Tournament, All-Region 4 AAA Tournament,

and All-District 8 AAA; senior post player Brandi Bean was an All-State Tournament and All-

District 8 AAA honoree; and senior wing player Kayla Goodwin won the A. F. Bridges

Scholarship Award; and

WHEREAS, the additional members of the squad, each of whom made a significant

contribution to its success, were: senior Trish Rohling, junior Kim Loop, sophomores Katie

Shultz, Mandy Edwards, and Miranda Wallace, and freshmen Ashley Johnson and Brynn

Thompson; and

WHEREAS, Principal Mickey Dunn, Assistant Principals Mary Jane Sisk, Jonathan

Weathers, who also serves as Athletic Director, and Barry Laxson, have been very supportive;

and

WHEREAS, the diligent managers were Mari Griffin and Courtney Mann; and

WHEREAS, the enthusiastic cheerleaders, under the guidance of Brenda Wright, were

seniors Whitney Winters, Valerie Owens, Lisa Childress, Deena Meek, and Jeanie Leadbetter;

juniors Dana Sanders, Courtney Alexander, and Beth Bowling; and sophomores Jennifer



- 3 - *01520926*

Poston, Ashlee Shay, Amy Pope, Vanessa Hawkins, Christian Hayes, and Hallie McCullough.

The cheerleaders were named State Tournament most sportsmanlike; and

WHEREAS, the band members, under co-band directors Dowyal Freeman and Darrell

Boston, were: Perry Bailey, Alicia Baize, Brian Bassham, David Bishop, Keith Blackwood,

Ashlee Bradley, Ryan Brazier, Alison Brewer, Molly Brewer, Thomas Brewer, Lindsey Brock,

Brandy Buck, Holly Butler, Rachel Carvell, Tammy Chapman, Karrie Clifft, Donna Cochran,

Angela Coggin, Leah Cotton, Audrey Cross, Minta Daniel, Courtney Daniels, John Gattis, Amy

Goodwin, Jonathan Hagan, Josh Hagan, Erin Hammond, Johnny Harris, Renee Harris, Timmy

Harris, Trent Harris, Jeremy Heard, Cyle Hendrix, Amanda Hunt, Michele James, Leslie James,

Stephen Jones, Diana Keeton, Keisha Lee, Jason Leeth, Paige Luffman, Stephanie Maples,

Josh Mattox, Kevin Mattox, Jasmine Miele, Chris Miller, Brad Mosley, Bridgett Mosley, Marshall

Murdock, Tamara Nazario, Lezli O'Neal Sullivan, Tico Parson, Haley Pollock, Josh Pollock,

Adam Pope, Becka Renfro, Jessica Ridgeway, Jimmy Rodger, Josh Romer, Lisa Romer, Eric

Saliba, Nick Scott, Jamin Sides, John Sides, J. C. Smith, Rhonda Smith, Will South, April

Stephenson, Justin Taylor, Sonya Taylor, David Van Pelt, Amanda Violet, Karen Violet, Mary

Joyce Violet, and Sam Wilson. The band was present at every game; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we pause to salute the numerous accomplishments of a team

that has added to the glorious athletic history of our state; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE-

HUNDREDTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we honor and congratulate Coach Willie Joiner and the 1997-1998

Lawrence County High School girls' basketball team on winning the 1997-1998 Tennessee

Secondary School Athletic Class AAA state championship.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That appropriate copies of this resolution be prepared for

presentation to the school and to each person named above, with this final clause omitted from

such copies.
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